
CAPITAL HILL 
RESERVOIR 
REPLACEMENT

Open House June 4, 2024



Who is Medford Water?
Why is the project needed? 
What is the project? 
When will it be done?
Where will impacts be? 



MEDFORD WATER
Municipal Water Provider

• Medford, Central Point, Eagle Point, Jacksonville, 
Phoenix, Talent, White City, and support Ashland

• Serves 150,000+ residents

Organizational Structure 
• Established in 1922 thru amendment to City Charter
• Governed by Board of Commissioners

Project Team

Who is 
Medford 
Water?



Medford Water Owns 
Property & Reservoirs

Res 1

Res 2

Res 3

City of Medford 
Owns Emergency 

Radio Tower
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Capital Avenue

The Reservoirs are 
Critical for Medford’s 
Water Supply

Who is 
Medford 
Water?



Current Reservoirs Near the End of their Useful Lives

Reservoir 1  (2 million gallons) – Built 1908
Reservoir 2  (2 million gallons) – Built 1927
Reservoir 3  (8 million gallons) – Built 1945

Res 1
Res 2

Res 3

1946 After Completion of Reservoir 3

Why is the 
Project 
Needed?



WHY HERE?
Why is the 
Project 
Needed?

Big 
Butte 

Springs

Capital Hill 
Reservoirs

Rogue 
River

• Historically 
critical 
location for 
supply to the 
valley

• Resiliency for 
recovery after 
natural 
disaster



Rogue Valley Water Supply 
Resiliency Program
• Medford Water’s 10-Year Goal to 

Improve Water System 
“Backbone” 

River Zone 
Reservoir

Duff
WTP

Capital Hill 
Reservoirs

RIVER ZONE

GRAVITY ZONE

Martin 
Pump 
Station

Conrad 
Pump 
Station

Faster recovery after 
natural hazard events

Benefits
• Increased system resiliency
• Increased capacity
• Water for the next 25 years

What is 
the 
Project?



Property BoundaryCAPITAL HILL RESERVOIR 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

New 12 MG Reservoir

New Regional 
Public Safety 
Comm Tower

• Construct new regional public 
safety communications tower

• Remove old communications 
tower

• Construct new seismically 
resilient 12 MG reservoir 

• Decommission existing 
reservoirs 

• Restoration

Decommission 
Old Reservoirs

What is 
the 
Project?



When will 
it be 
Done?

We Are 
Here
30 % 

Design

Public Safety 
Com Tower 
Relocation

Fall 2024

Reservoir 
Construction

 Summer 
2025



Project Impacts

• Noise
• Increased street traffic
• Truck hauling routes 
• Safety for pedestrians 
• Visibility 

While the goal of the project team is to 
minimize the impact of the project on the 
local community, any construction 
project of this magnitude and 
importance will have some temporary 
impacts. 

Construction
Entrance Construction

Entrance

Where will 
Impacts
be?



Designated Haul Route
      Permit Use Only
      Heavy Haul Prohibited



June 2024 Capital Hill Public Safety Tower Relocation
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• June 13, 2024: Planning Commission review Conditional Use Permit

• Meeting Details:
• Time: 5:30 p.m.
• Location: City Hall – 411 W 8th St., 3rd Floor Council Chambers
• Public Comment Opportunity

• Submit written comment by noon on Thursday, June 13:
• Email: kelly.akin@cityofmedford.org
• Direct Mail: City of Medford Planning Department – 411 W 8th St., Medford 97501

• Questions?
• Call Kelly Akin at 541-774-2380

Planning Review Process

mailto:kelly.akin@cityofmedford.org


14



15

• Maintain or improve public safety communications provided by 
current tower at no cost to the City or Emergency Communications of 
Southern Oregon (ECSO).  

• Maintain or improve communications for Medford Water 
Commission.

• Improve coverage for the National Public Safety Broadband Network 
(FirstNet). FirstNet provides robust uninterrupted cellular/broadband 
service for public safety personnel.

• Improve coverage for other commercial carriers.

OBJECTIVES
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• Jun ' 24 Permit Approval
• Aug '24 Construction Start
• Dec ‘24 Construction Complete

Construction Timeline



Coverage Maps
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Photo Sims
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*These Figures Represent  Regulatory Exposure Limits and Typical 
Intensity of Commonly Encountered RF Sources in Public Spaces
 

Typical Public Radiofrequency Exposure 

 Inside homes, these RF emissions levels are further 
reduced about 1/10th of the outside levels. 
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